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J.D.  Greear 
to  appoint 
sexual  abuse 
study  group 


of  The  Sum¬ 
mit  CSioicfa  in 
Durham,  N.C_ 


hasannouiKea 
he  win  form  a  aRnajl 
Sexual  Abuse 
Presidential  Study  Group  in 
partnership  tvidi  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Ethics  k  Reli- 


Bthics  k  Reli- 

_ ty  Commission 

.  in  Nashville. 

A  news  release  from 
Greeai’s  office  stated,  *This 
presidential  study  group  will 
consist  of  oidaUe  emerts 


Baptist  Carwsotk  icM 
Baptist  Press  Jh-r 
be  In*  '’6 
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Guest  opinion 

with  Coy  Webb 


mawr  heart  attack  or  stroke. 

God  has  reminded  me  afreah  that  I  can-  Hoto  ^^t  to  «d 

not  serve  Him  wdl  if  I  do  not  take  care  of  innint^poodh5^P«rtieM.If 

myownheaWLlwouldencour^youto:'  overeating  is  a  >«akn»  ft>r  you,  then  ask 

the  Spirit  to  help  ^  the  urn  when 
cgnlar  dIscMine  of  &cingunheahfayt6od^ices.  iflackof 
j^lnministry,  I  have  exer&  is  your  problem,  then  ask  God  to 

to-minufe  exercise  rcgi-  bdpyouset^nuralarmandgetupafew 

_ nie  since  I  often  lose  minutes  earber. 

afternoons  and  evenings  as 

iring  the  day.  Find  a  type  of  God  cares  about  our  physical,  emotion¬ 
al,  and  spiritual  health.  He  wants  us  to  do 
all  we  can  to  be  bealdiy  and  active  for  His 
mte  for  thejd^  appoin^ 

even  deeper,1fbr  Hh  mke. 

‘For  you  wcr  bought  at  a  price,’ 

_ Scripture  teDs  us.  Iherefbtedorify  God 

cholesterol  in  your  body”  (i  Corinthians  6:20). 


■  Devdopa 

eserdae.  E^iec 
fbundamomutt 
men  to  be  best  te 
control  of  n 
needs  arise _ ^ 

exercise  that  you  enjoy  and  can  maintain. 

For  me,  it  is  walking  or  riding  a  statioa- 

arybike.  — - - — ,  . 

■  Maintain  a  heaMiy  diet.  It  is  easy  Take  care  of  yourself  tor  your  sake  —  but 

to  eat ’on  the  go’ and  to  make  leas  than  ■■  •- 

heahhy  choioes.  I  am  disciplining  myself 
to  watch  my  poctioa  she,  eat  more  vege¬ 
tables  and  miit,  and  watch  my  il.!..:,  . 

•ltd  fata.  1  thank  God  that  eating  heakhie 
has  Increased  my  energy  far  His  sake. 

■  Oatpsamaaeaaa.W«  rflnaada  -  -  , 

good  nkht'a  steg).  God  recharges  the  tueky  Baptbt  Oonventlom.  This  column 
bo^wfien  we  aOow  it  to  rest  Intrust  first  appeared  at  the  coaoenrion's  news 
the  events  of  the  day  to  Hhn.  uiebstte,  Keittudty  Tbday  (keniuekyto- 

MTukutbnetopttasomyJhim  tktyjxm),  and  twpoars  lire  courtesy  <tf 
mbdMtrytorhehefpeektdlmtosilkm  B<i>tist  Press.  ^Sied for  style  and  ddity. 


politicianaiiibTedat  Mcakned  afRalzea^BooremtetytosBaagein 

speed  to  lepiHae  it  in  this  state.  riafybehaviota,’ opined  the 

Betdng  00  actual  games  taking  Ton  llnieaednorial  board, 

dace  aioi^  the  eountn  joins  our  ’From  the  mnment  a  phtyer  rigns 

GambUngOowemor  Phil  Bryant’s  on  for  an  account,  the  experience 
and  the  WHptme’a  last  gr^  idea  oephndng  daily  fuitasy  sports  is 

to  balanoe&  state  bod^fantaqr  gambling.  He  or  she  opens  an  online 
roorhLgamliBiifc  the  prariioe  of  acrouift,  deposits  teal  money,  and 
cnooBfaig  a  ptocmiaagt- or  college-  thenvolunterftyaiaoeswagmoa 
liiirifaiilaai  sports  tram  nfthrnri'  gameawiththedniofwinaiiig 
pigya,  ana  then  betthig  over  the  aaonay,*'ivrltea11aadiyFoag,aa- 

tnternetaatbifrperfiormaiKeas  aodate  (finical  pinlhaanr  of  nayrhla- 

part  of  that  team.  tryattheUnivaaityafCafimciiiaat 

Since  sports  fantasy  gambling  and  Im  Angdaa  (UdAj  and  co-ditector 
betting  on  real  eamw  ate  so  doady  of  the  (jCLAGambBng  Studies 

ooonected  in  bwavioral  terms,  it’s  Program,  in  U.S.  Newa  and  World 
important  to  understand  the  danger  Repoct  magaiiim. 


CofractkMi 

On  page  ons  of  the  July  20  isaua  of  The  Beptist  Record.  Tytertown  Church  wes 
mcorrectiy  idenlifM  ae  Firm  Church.  TVtartown.  It  was  a  rapotlar'a  error.  The  Bap- 


BSptistRecord 


inherem  inhoih.  Kwgaln  points  out  ftiat  fantasy 

Out-of-state  giants  in  the  indns-  qiortSDettingoperaliooaueelan- 
tiy  like  DraftlQ^  and  FanDuel  guage  dearly  tlM  to  epdilfaig,  such 
gained  billions  through  the  as  *winner  take  all,’ nugh-paying 

bettiiw  arid  stand  to  gain  bSlions  conteata,’  andtum  $20  irtto  $a 
more.  Incredibly,  they  argue  that  millioa.  Yet  they  protest  that  their 

fantasy  aports  brttiiig  is  a  game  of  games  are  imt  gannfaig. 
skill,  not  chance.  Insniteofreadihrobservableevi- 

Not  so,  says  now-former  New  denoenom  inside  th'^oorrum  and 

York  state  attorney  general,  Eric  oomipUng  indostry,  a  maiot^  of 
T.ScfaneidenuatL’u  is  dear  that  legislaton  and  our  Gambung  Gov- 

DraftKlna  and  FanDuel  are  the  emor  Phil  Bryant  appear  to  befteve 
leaihas  M  a  maaahm,  muhibillkm-  gambling  la  hatmleaa  enta^  to 

dollar  scheme  intend  to  evade  the  Icnliae  aqy  aixi  aD  form  o^. 
law  and  fleece  aporti  fans  across  the  No  matter.  The  state  will  get  its 

ouuntiy.  Todiw  we  have  sent  a  dear  cut  of  the  money  and  our  pouti- 

OMMage:  not  m  New  York,  and  not  cal  leaden  wiO  once  msh>  be  able 
OH  my  wutch,’ the  New  York  Times  to  dodge  making  dtffioultflnanrial 

reposted  bimaaaayirig.  dedskma. 

SehnailbBMnbdlansaostroag-  80,  wfaat'stfaepsleeofafamQy'a 
ly  in  the  flkfaUty  of  fantamr  sports  soul  to  Miaaisatppi’a  paUtkfani?  ^ 

betriag  that  oeMaceoaed  the  two  patently,  we  juri  found  out 
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Seminaries  take  lead  in  addressing  sex  issues 


NASHVIUE  (IP)  -  rran 
Sootbeaatern  Semiaaiy  in 
North  Carolina  to  Gateway 
Seminaiy  in  Soutbem  Cali¬ 
fornia,  SBC  aeminarica  are 
training  atudenta  and  tecn^ 
to  reoogiUM  and  deal  witn 
abnae,  reemphaaiaing  penon- 
al  aesnsil  morality,  ofCer- 
inc  reaonroea  to  those  strug- 
^Uig  with  sexual  sin. 

Southeastern  Seminary  has 
'raised  the  flag  and  hdght- 
ened  the  alert, 

Aldn  told 
tist  Press  (Bft, 

‘given  the  cul¬ 
tural  trends  that 


AKIN 


we  re  now  en¬ 
countering,  giv¬ 
en  the  techno¬ 
logical  world  in 
wmch  we  live,’ 
where  moral  failings  often  are 
widefy  publicised. 

Southeastern  Seminary  re¬ 
quires  all  employees  to  take 
an  online  training  course  cov¬ 
ering  sexual  misconduct  and 
reporting  abuse.  Akin  said. 
Ihs  senunwrslso  has  revised 
and  clartfiM  institutional 
policies  on  sexual  misconduct 
and  has  begun  tunning  back¬ 
ground  checks  on  all  Tncom- 
mgstudents. 

ihis  fall.  Southeastern 
Seminary  will  implement  a 
training  program  required  for 
all  incr^ng  students  ’to  help 
them  understand  what  their 
responsib^  4  ii^tl^  t^ 
'l^me;ahrare  of  a  sfhianon 
where  sexual  abuse  may  have 
taken  l^ce,*  Akin  said. 

The  minister’s  personal 
conduct  and  integrity  are  dis¬ 
cussed  i'j  courses  on  theology, 
pastoral  ministry  and  spiritu- 
u  formation,  Akin  said. 

*Wbat  has  happened  in 
our  culture’  with  the  sMeToo 
movement  “was  als"  some¬ 
thing  of  a  wakeup  call  for  the 
church,’  Akin  observed.  The 
past  year’s  reports  oi  sexual 
immorality  in  the  SBC  have 
been  ’heartbreaking  at  every 
turn,’  but  *we  can  come  out  on 
the  other  end  of  our  pain  much 
better,  much  stronger,  and  ^ 
more  equipped  to  o^  with  is¬ 
sues  like  tnis  in  the  future.’ 

While  federal  law  requires 
that  colleges  and  universi¬ 
ties  participating  in  govern¬ 
ment  programs  offer  training 
in  sexual  abuse  prevention 
and  reporting,  no  such  r^ 
quirement  governs  SBC  wmi- 
naries  so  they  offer  training 
programs  voluntarily.  Akin 
noted. 

.Some  Baptist  colleges  are 
mandated  by  law  to  offer 
training,  however. 

Southern  Seminary  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  told  BP  it  has  for  the 
past  year  required  all  stu- 
oents,  faculty,  and  staff  to 
complete  an  online  training 
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Gateway  Seminary  NEW  ORLEANS 

•APTtST  TMtOVOemU.  StUMMV 
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_ _ Southwestern-  Southeastern 

Theolocio^  »APTitT  THIOIOOICAI  tEUiNAKT  Baptist IlMologleal Sudiiary 


“We  are  being  more  direct  about  teach¬ 
ing  leaders  the  importance  of  submitting 
themselves  to  accountability  systems, 
including  how  to  create  those  systems 
in  ministry  organizations  that  often  resist 
such  'corporate  bureaucracy." 


JeHlroa 

prefldent  of  Ootoway  SamlnaTv 


harassment 

Seminary’s 


The  seminary  pays  tbe  fee 
for  the  training,  which  is  ob¬ 
tained  throu^  tbe  organixa- 
tion  Ministrjnafe. 

Southwestern  Seminary  in 
Ft.  Worth  told  BP  it  trains  stu¬ 
dents  to  identify  and  prevent 
sexual  harassment  and  abuse 
in  at  least  ei|^t  courses  in  tbe 
curriculum.  Faculty  aod  staff 
are  trained  in  tbe  same  areas 
through  the  empforeemanual 
and  a  required  bars 
compliance  class. 

Southwestern 
communication 
vice  president, 

Charles  Patrick, 
wrote  a  July  17 
post  00  the  sem¬ 
inary’s  bkig  ask¬ 
ing,  ’la  pornog¬ 
raphy  moiauy 
acceptable  at 
seminary?’  and 
answering  that  ’God’s  Word 
has...  the  answer  for  break¬ 
ing  the  selfish  and  superficial 
shackles  of  pormwspby.’ 

Midivestern  wminary  in 
Missouri  told  BP  in  a  state¬ 
ment,  *Our  employee  policies 
and  training  procMures,  stu¬ 
dent  handbook,  and  academic 
catalog  speak  clearly’  ^Inst 
harassment  and  seniaf  mis¬ 
conduct  ’and  SI 


PATNICK 


’and  spedfically  en- 
prMram  that  equips  them  courage  all  to  bring  f^rd 
lorprevention  of  and  proper  wy  conc^  ai  to  a  vfo^n 
response  to  sexual  abuse  in  of  our  policies  and  Implore  afi 
ministry  settings.  employ  to  report  immedi¬ 


ately  any  awareness  of  alleged 
violations.’ 

Jeff  loig,  president  of  Gate¬ 
way  Semmary  in  California, 
wrote  in  an  April  16  blog  post 
that  ’starting  last  year,  we 
have  revised  our  curriculum 
at  Gateway  to  include  much 
more  intentional  instruction 
about  moral  purity,  sexual  ba- 
raaament,  sexual  abuse,  and 
protecting  people  under  our 
spiritual  leadership. 

’We  are  being  more  di¬ 
rect  about  teaching  leaders 
the  importance  of  submitti^ 
themselves  to  accountability 
systems,  indudlng  how  to  cre¬ 
ate  those  systems  in  ministry 
organizations  that  often  resist 
such  ‘corporate  bureaucracy.” 

Glenn  Prescott,  Gateway 
Seminary's  director  of  theo- 
lomcal  field 
eoucation,  told  t  ygm 
BP  via  e-mail  r  ^ 

tbt  seminary  ^ 

has  overhauled  L  U: 

approximately  ¥  1 

SIX  courses  over  ^ 

the  past  few 
years  and  add^ 
a  course  to  the 
curriculum  on 
’ministry  finance  and  strate¬ 
gic  planning,’  which  Includes 
training  on  prevention  and 
handling  of  sexual  abuM. 

This  fiul.  Gateway  Seminary 
win  begin  providing  'sexual 
abuse  awareness  training  for 


aU  of  our  students,'  Prescott 
said.  That  training  eventually 
win  be  part  of  two  courses 
taken  by  each  student  —  one 
early  in  their  course  of  study 
and  one  late. 

In  addition,  tbe  seminary’s 
two-semester  ministry  intern¬ 
ship  program  includes  a  two- 
hour  session  on  sexual  purity 
utilizing  a  video  case  study  of 
a  predatoiy  pastor  who  pur¬ 
sues  sexual  relatiooships  with 
people  fa  ttwwwmieM”""- 

Gateway  Semmary’s  cur¬ 
riculum  tweaks  ’did  not  begin 
as  a  responae  to  ffie  actions 
of  the  most  recent  (past  cou¬ 
ple  (k  years)  public  ekfeToo 
events  across  the  county 
nor  the  proceedings  at  this 
year’s  SBC  annual  meetii^’ 
Prescott  said.  ’We  have  tried 
to  be  ahead  of  tbe  curve.’ 

The  SBC  annual  meeting 
in  Dallas  earlier  this  summer 
included  adoption  of  a  resolu¬ 
tion,  On  Abuse,  as  well  as  dis¬ 
cussion  of  sexual  misconduct 
in  the  main  meeting  and  at 
auxiliarv  events. 

Chuck  Kellxy.  president  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  told 
BP  the  institution  he  lead.s 
has  adopted  a 
two-pronged 
approach  to 
teaching  min¬ 
isters  about 
sexual  miscon¬ 
duct  and  abuse: 

’building  godly 
men  ivitn  godly  KELLEY 
character,’  and 
“teac’ilng  them  how  to  help 
people  vrtio  have  been  victira- 
ued  or  caught  up  in  sexual 
abuse.’ 

The  foundation  course  at 
N^  Orleans  Seminary  that 
addresses  godly  character  is 
a  required  spiritual  formation 
class  which  includes  small- 
group  meetings  with  a  profes¬ 
sor.  Risk  management,  safety 


for  children  and  adults,  do¬ 
mestic  violence  and  mandato¬ 
ry  reporting  laws  are  covered 
in  required  courses  on  church 
leadership  and  administra¬ 
tion,  p^oral  ministry,  and 
counseling  in  ministry. 

These  issues  are  hit  two 
or  three  times  in  the  curric¬ 
ulum  for  nearly  everybody, 
and  then  we  have  specialized 
trsdningfor  people  who  are  in 
fields  uke  counseUng  and  ao- 
slnliierl>,tKsBWesjil 

New  Orleans  Seminary  was 
reminded  of  the  need  to  em¬ 
phasize  personal  intemty, 
Kelley  said,  by  prtdeasor  John 
Gibson’s  aoig  suicideamid  his 
struggle  with  sexual  sin,  and 
by  another  professor’s  resig¬ 
nation  over  a  moral  feilure. 

Kelley  noted  that  with 
professors  and  stiufents,  the 
seminary  seeks  to  strike  a  bal¬ 
ance  between  accountability 
and  ministry.  As  part  of  that 
balance,  the  seminary  has 
an  arrangement  with  a  local 
Christian  counseling  practice 
where  faculty  who  DMd  help 
with  personal  and  moral  is¬ 
sues  can  receive  counseling 
billed  to  the  seminary  without 
the  seminary  being  told  their 
identity. 

"All  we  Mt  is  the  bill,'  Kel¬ 
ley  pointed  out. 

Kelley  said  while  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  focus  so  much  on 
preventing  and  responding 
to  sexual  misconduct  that  be¬ 
lievers  neglect  the  Great  Com¬ 
mission,  the  moral  climate 
of  New  Orleans  Seminary  — 
where  "the  world’s  values  are 
■just  iammed  in  your  face’  — 
long  has  demanded  focus  on 
sexual  abuse  and  misconduct. 

Because  of  similar  worldly 
values  permeating  Ameri¬ 
can  ewture  everywhere, 
Kelley  said,  ’All  six  of  our 
seminaries  agree  these  are 
important  issues.' 
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The  title  ie  oocrect  —  The  Menace, 
u  in  Dennis  tile  Menace.  Dennis 
has  been  show^  up  in  newspa- 
]>en  all  across  Ameiica  almost  even  day 
since  Mn  12, 1951.  While  the  vrotia  has 
drastically  chanmd  since  he  arrived,  tint 
bnle  five-and-a-oatf-vear-old  kid  hu 
not  changed  a  great  oeaL  He  came  on 
the  scene  as  a  menace  and  he  baspretty 
much  remained  that  an  throng  the 
years  and  throughout  his  nei^borfaood. 

The  {Kt  is  he  almost  always  atm 
in  trouble,  but  he’s  such  a  cute  Ida  and 
doesn’t  seem  to  he  a  mean  boy.  Heiust 
gets  into  stuff  he  probaUy  shouldnl  and 
sees  life  in  a  way  that  a  fi^ye«u-old  boy 
does,  but  he  is  a  menace.  If  ne  is  living 
in  your  home,  which  be  may  be,  vou 
know  at  times  you  don't  know  what  to 
do  with  him. 

Recently,  in  the  da^  one-frame  car- 
tooiL  Dennis  was  taDdng  to  a  neighlMr 
and  he  said  about  his  dog  that  was  right 
next  to  him  scratching,  'He’s  not  itch¬ 


ing  to  do  wiA  pure  Iw  frustiations.  We 
nmy  know  what’s  going  on  in  people’s 
lives.  We  m^  think  we  nww,  and  yet  we 
know  v^  little.  They  mgy  be  deolmg  with 
frustrations  you  and  I  knm  notiihig  shout 
but  if ««  did,  we  would  sav,  *Goodn^  I 
understand  wiw  they  act  mat  way.' 

It  may  be  a  nuatiation  they  ate  car¬ 
rying  even  on  their  way  into  me  worship 
center.Itm^beamigtaiDeorastTUg- 

over  a  niMsed  opportunity.  It  may  be 
meweatherorawajrwardcfaild.’Ilieu' 
frustration  could  be  indebtedneas  or 
personal  insecurtiiea.  It  may  be  because 
of  an  upooming  appointment  with  the 
doctor  or  a  meeting  with  the  IKS.  The 
list  is  endleas  of  the  thhtgs  people  ate 
carrying  in  their  bearta  UK]  with  which 
they  are  fruatiating  their  hvea,  said  they 
may  be  sitting  right  there  next  to  vou 
doOTi  the  pew.  The  point  ie  that  mere 
ue  main  irueliatkn  aB  of  ut  earn. 

Juat  at  tidtix  can  be  menacing  md  fleas 
can  be  irntatinb  frtiMtatioas  can  be 

What  do  you  do  with  aD  tiiis  stnff?  We 
pray  for  one  another,  for  sure.  Beyond 
mat,  we  can  encourage  OM  anotiM' to 
do  what  Scripture  aqrs: 'Catting  an  your 
care  upon  him;  for  he  caretii  for  you.  (1 
Peter  s.*?).  Cut  all  your  care  upon  Him 


The  Menace 


dog  that  was  right  frsts  balled  i 

_  4, 'He’s  not  itch-  dicttiiem.1 

ina  for  a  fi^.  He’s  got  fleas.’ Though  Thiascenari 
I  don't  reaid  Dennis  every  day,  I  have  arena  of  life 
never  seen  him  when  he  didn’t  have  sportsorpo 
some  profound  look  at  what  was  go-  stDre,8omel 
ing  00  around  him,  or  when  the  others  about  life  u 
around  him  had  s  profound  look  at  him.  flngerooal 

It  rot  me  to  tMiiking  about  the  men-  Btealw 

aoeamat  weput  up  witiL  Weknowof  threeund-a- 
people  who  probably  are  a  menace,  and  ingencoun 
oftwttimra  me  peoM  we  know  aee  us  as  Jews  hsard 
the  menace,  while  I  don't  think  Den-  mentabouti 
otstbeMenaceisavidousariiieankid,  im^iurtiw 
at  times  he  is  almost  irmocent  and  et 
timet  yon  think  he  could  do  better  than 
that  It’s  not  unusual  for  us  to  see  folks 

at  work  or  church  or  leaders  or  follow-  _ 

era  who  are  not  in  some  interesting  and  times  tiiattiie  line  a* 
unique  way  being  a  menace  like  Dennis,  weshooklntgoany 

Let  me  just  addt^  three  menaces  that  7  - 1  .t  .. 

seeattunesinthechuiriu  flgh>*>flaas, 
and  fruatrations. 

The  llrat  tkiag  is  the  llghia  Dea- 
nis  is  starxflng  by  bis  dog  scratching 

away  and  points  out  to  &  neighbor,  .  _ 

'He  s  txrt  Itching  for  a  fight' While  that  Ithmkofbow 
maybetnie,thm  are  times  when  some  people  get  irtto 
folks  are  juU  itching  for  a  fight  In  fwt  drem^taDt 
their  day  win  not  be  comply  unless  faecauaepeo^ 
they  find  somebody  that  isn’t  waUdiig  and  othm  vm 
and  taUdng.  acting  or  reacting  tiw  way  aomebodywa 
they  think  mey  ou^  and  that  makes  it  Aete  are  noun 
time  to  draw  the  liiM  and  get  into  it  dress  but  I  woi 

I  know  there  are  people  who  are  just  thelordJesua 

wired  up  that  way. 'They  live  most  of  fintcentutygi 


ment  about  who  was  the  nesaestOw  you  Be]ramdjw(fli^la,tlief«ai« 

anaghie  that  ilisnroa-ai?Obviooriy,  theie  ■eaplewlwapfrenriy  luroeflew 
was  mcee  than  one  rindidwr  so  tfee  they  Fleas  ate  not  sharks  nor  atUgatnrs.  Fie 
are,  afanoat  in  cycaiAafthe  cross  and  areaKttiebittyspeckafananiniaL 

getting  into  a  fight  rooutthrirsiVrenMKy.  DonT  fool  ymin^  tboo^  They  can 
Sur^inthewotkafGodtiiareare  bother  your  dog  or  eat  and  tbw  can 

to  be  drawn  and  bother  you.  Thm  are  many  at  us  who 

l>er,butevcn  have  gotten  fleas.  One  of  the  interest-  _  _ _ _ 

_  ,.  ske  your  stand  iirathina  about  fleas  is  that  you  can  tdl  —  the  fiAts,  fleas,  and  frustrations  tiiat 

wUbDut  hitting  tin  pstsMi  in  the  nose  when  a  oog  has  flees  and  may  never  even  may  hem  you  and  me.  but  also  may  be 

befcre  tiny  awn  know  what  baposnsd.  statin  flea.  That's  true  with  pemile,  tin  imsasiiif  w  and  tin  awkwirdnesg. 

Fights  do  oome  and  for  the  peo^  of  Ood,  too.  They  may  be  scratching  ana  uneasy  the  fli  feelinm  that  we  develop  because 

about  someming  tint  has  touched  their  somrixidy  me  has  frustrations  or  fleas 

lives  and  you  don’t  even  know  vdiat  it  is,  or  are  ready  to  fight.  Even  there,  the  all 
but  you  know  somethiin  isn't  right  and  isallinchinve.  Cnstiigallofyourcare 
it  may  be  a  worrisome  nro.  uponHimforHecaretfaibryou. 

Some  of  tin  Lord’s  fine  sheep  have  Dennis  the  Menace  mi^  show  up 

fleaa  You’D  see  them  itching  and  and  sit  down  on  the  pew  just  down 

scratching  about  the  len^  of  the  ser-  from  you  this  Sunday  tnornina  —  or  it 

mon  or  the  loudness  ofthe  music,  the  may  be  you  yourself  In  that  role.  Either 

temperature  being  too  kwr  or  too  Ugh.  way,  be  prepared, 

too  much  emphm  on  mbniona  or  not 

oiowh  emphasis  on  miaaioiis.  It’s  not  a  The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 

deadtythiiigthatahappemng.butjuBta  tioiis9mlicb.ory. 


I«ST  lAPTm  CWKCH.  UCHMtr.  LA.  HOteBt  HAMB)  QtAM'  - 

!?.n*l5g" lySTQg Of 

.  ***.*—  m  ang  gang.  Kawn  tins  cwom  ainSwn  aid  «oa) 
“SJ***"  *>  m  •  ngt  Bid  tans  SMMta  eM.50mn.  Mmhep- 
awfwnMiQolwnn  kW  n  nu  inghnnK 

Siragftsaar  savaur"- 


KArMOMO  ROAD  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
JACKSON,  m,  SCEKING  A  PART 
TIME  YOUTH  PASTOR.  EiMd  mm* 
to  (honwrSSQAolmall.eopi 


TDC  CBN  YABFECAWQ  QBFS  QBA  JFQA 


FIRST  BAPTIST  OF  OREERVILLE  IS 
SEARCWMO  FOR  A  FUa  TRK  MIN¬ 
ISTER  OF  STUDENTS.  AS  MwwMd 


QBTQ  ZW  ZD  QBN  YOFQBAO’W  ANA, 


YSQ  RAOMAZPAWQ  DFQ  QBA  YATJ 


HEUCKS  RETREAT  RAPTIST 
CHURCH.  BROOKHAVEN.  MS  IS 
SEEKING  A  BFVOCATIONAL  MINIS 
TER  OF  MUSK.  Pw*m  MMMMd 
iMT  wiMI  mum*  to  Cony  My*T 
«  cmytraSISOsmsS  com  or  ml  to 
Hoock*  RoNsM  BoMM  ClHircli.  21S7 
Houcka  RstrasI  Rd  NE.  Brookhown. 
MS3SB01.sttn  CornMywt  Pokkton 


kpwnicn  Tow  Cook  SOI-rOMBTS 


QBTQ  ZW  ZD  QBZDA  FGD  ANA? 


•IWKU  ULASl,  mt-  ||»  i  iTaaTr  r  iTTn  ^ 

nOAM  OCaCN.  FASRKATION.  RCMR  CilS00^2fl70. 

mdHtrnumimMamfnm  or  cH  nk  lOV  WWWtgBRENMnTIgWfM  MIWI  LUi 
485>7Kl90iiaoi^13eO  0«M«ioinidDonftRk3«bi«n  a01<M2- 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHSKE  WACAnON  2^  ^ 

CONDOt:  OUIF  SHORa  A  ORANGE  ”*■ 

BEACtLAL  ItonIdwcttaBOratairata  '?*”*?■ '****•”” 

Owan.  kwM  pilotk  on  ta  Binh.  MM  ”—*****"**■* 
oMWnsnitaacain.  25LSSSms.  20S-  WLPtt  SUPPLY  MMABtE:  MM 
SSS<nSS.2S1'TS2438S  tiMtam  S^  Nay  ctatai  swMto  tor 

OATUMBUtt  RENTAL  CMi  nSMM  ^  "WV  on  non  no**  taMor 


ESIA  WZU;  XFOQN-FDA 


Clue:  J  *  M 

Have  fun  with  c^ptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  subetituted 
throughout  the  pvtsk.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answerto 
last  week's  puisle:  Luke  9;^ 

By  ChuiM  Max.  IF32-2004. 0  200S 
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Brandon  woman  starts  unique  ministry  for  women 

BRAJBON  JBP)  —  WooMB  t  tiy.*I  didn't  even  know  wfaat  that  Tm  made  fer  more.  As  much  as  tivity  were  Amy  Whitfidd  of  how  they  are  doing  good  fer  die 
Wofk,  a  ministry  launched  diis  would  kxAHke,  to  my  vision  for  1  loved  the  home  and  loved  my  SootbeastemSeminaiy  inWake  wndd  through  thraMbi^’ 
y«“  wd”  •  P«“>a  _____  what  I  would  be  as  a  woman  in  childien,  I  just  knew  this  is  not  Forest,  NXL;  Khm  and  Anodier  god  b  to  add  content 

d  the  Soutfaem  niinistiy  was  to  many  some  w  aflforme.’  Maty  WOey  of  lifeWay  Oiris-  to  the  Women  ft  Work  blog  ex- 

mpM  Oonwa-  in  minMiy  and  serve  with  She  benn  looking  for  ways  to  tian  Kesouroes  in  Nadnw;  and  plaining  die  theologicdaspM  of 

tio»  anni^  ..J  felt  Hke  if  you’re  going  to  be  use  her  slw  and  started  wndng  Lauren  McAfee  of  Hobby  I/ibby  woric  ^  hopes  to  start  a  pod- 

">B«ng,  seeks  a  biblkd  woman,  vdiat  you  have  part-time  for  her  church.  Stores  in  OUaboma  City,  Ok.  casttointervimwonieninava- 


year's  amuiiil  meeting  lor 
the  group  she  found  underrep¬ 
resented  —  women  who  work. 

Panehsts  for  Women  ft  Work: 
Stepping  into  Kingdom  Produc- 


Philippines  president 
rumoles  country  with 
controversial  remarks 


r^i 


DAVAO  CUY.  PMlippinas 
(BF)  —  The  Filiidno  presi¬ 
dent’s  offer  to 
resign  if  any- 
one  can  prove 
the  God  M  the 
Bible  exists  has 
drawn  reactions 
from  ChristUns 
across  the  globe.  _ 

,?“*•**;  DUTCTTE 
KO.  oresident  of 
me  rapino  Southern  Baptist 
Fellowship  of  North  America, 
said. 

Rodrigo  Duterte  lacks  ‘solid 
biblicd  knowledge  of  the  Ju- 
deo-Christian  God.’ 

Meanwhile,  Fihpino  Catho¬ 
lic  leaden  who  have  feuded 
publicly  with  Duterte  called 
July  9  for  ‘God's  mercy  and 
justioe*  on  blaspbemers,  ac¬ 
cording  to  'Hie  Wan  Street 
JoumaL 

Duteite’s  latest  remarks 
about  God  came  July  6  at  the 
opening  of  a  science  and  tedi- 
nology  event  in  Davao  (^, 
where  he  noted  be  does  believe 
in  a  supreme  being  but  not  the 
biblical  God. 

Since  taking  office  two  years 
ago,  Duterte  has  drawn  criti- 
frir  hia  crass  public  com¬ 
ments  and  his  war  on  crime, 
which  human  rights  groups  say 
has  included  the  executfoos  of 
thousands  by  poUce  without 
dueprocem. 

‘u  there  is  any  one  of  you... 
who  say  you’d  hm  to  bemren, 
talked  to  God,  taw  Him  per¬ 
sonally,  and  that  He  existi, 
the  God  [that]  la  youis,  and 
if  ha  does,  it’i  true,  I  will  step 
down  [from]  the  piesideiiin, 
Duterte  seid  acooraiiig  to  Ine 


The  Filipino  president  dlal- 
ienged  even  one  witness  to 
come  fttrward  widi  a  selfie  with 
die  Christian  God  or  other  e^ 
denoe  of  Hk  existence. 

‘You  do  that  today,  one  aui- 
gle  witness,  that  there  is  a  niy, 
a  human  bring  [who]  was  able 
to  talk  and  to  see  Goo,*  Duterte 
said.  ‘Of  the  to  mahr  billioos, 
I  just  need  one  and  if  there  is 
one,  ladies  and  gentiemm,  I 
win  announce  my  resignation 
immediately.* 

Santi^o,  pastor  of  Cove¬ 
nant  Christian  duiicfa  in  Jack¬ 
sonville,  FI.,  told  Baptist  Press 
Duterte  ‘obviously...  does  not 
have  a  solid  bfoUcri  knowledae 
of  the  Judeo-Christian  God* 
and  ‘relics  on  bis  personal  un- 
derstaninilg  of  who  God  is. 

‘Largriy.  hit  comments  are 
aimed  at  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  pertkulw  due  to  his 
bad  experiences  with  them.* 
Duterte  has  said  he  is  Cath¬ 
olic  and  has  alleged  he  was 
abused  by  a  priest  as  a  child. 
He  ‘has  frequently  lambasted 
priests,*  The  WaU  Street  Jour¬ 
nal  reported,  ‘calling  them 
corrupt  womanixers  ‘ 

In  late  Junel  Duterte  called 
the  Christian  God  ‘stupid*  and 
described  Him  with  an  exple¬ 
tive  for  allowing  Adam’s  sin  in 
Generis  3  to  ainct  the  entire 
created  order,  according  to 
media  reports. 

Those  remarks  drew  criti- 
don  from  FQip^  Crihohcs  Hid 
Proteriants  alike,  with  ptomi- 
nent  evangelical  leader  Bddie 
VIDamieva  saying  be  *felt  holy 
angei^  and  bmes^  Duterte  was 
*vfoialiiig  the  soul  of  the  narion* 
by  morimig  the  God  ackncml- 


AVERAGE  AGES  DROPPING  —  The  latatt  legistration  laport  from  this  year's  Southern  Baptist 
Coiwsnlioo  armual  meeting  in  Dallas  showed  increeset  in  firsMime  attendees  and  those  in  the  18-  to 
39-yoar-old  range.  (BP  photo) 

Younger  messengers  show  up 
for  SBC  2018  annual  meeting 


DALLAS  (BP)  -  Nearly  twice 
aa  main  mesaengen  attended 
the  2018  Southern  Baptist  Ckm- 
vention  (SBC)  annual  meeting 
in  Dallas  when  oompared  to 
the  previous  year,  friried  by  a 
strong  Sotdh^  Baptist  pres¬ 
ence  in  Texas,  the  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  hm  announced. 

The  latest  registrstion  leport 
■Iso  showed  increases  in  mat- 
time  attendees  and  those  in  the 
iB-  to  39-year-otd  range. 

Mesaengen  in  DbDm  totaled 
9,632,  SBC  registration  sccre- 
tan  Don  Currence  announced 
Jun  10.  Inrhiding  guests,  ex¬ 
hibitors,  credentHlM  press, 
and  others,  16,032  ia  the  official 
attendance  counL 

In  2017,  SBC  mesaengm 
totaled  5,015,  with  regis¬ 
tered  attendance  numbemig 
9,315,  aocordiiig  to  2017  atten¬ 
dance  figtirca. 

“We  werenY  surprised,*  CYir- 
rence  told  Baptiat  Pratt.  “We 
were  expecting  it  to  be  on  target 
Cor  whriitdiS  for  DaBat.*  TWt 


2017  annual  meetiiig  site,  Phoe¬ 
nix,  drew  a  lower  cro^  because 
of  fravri  eimnses  and  a  lower 
Southern  Baptist  population, 
Currence  said. 

Specifically,  Texas  lias 
2,654,439  ^uthem  Baptists 
among  6.275  churches  —  tlie 
largest  membership  of  any 
state.  Arixooa  has  88,502 
Southern  Baptist  members 
among  ^17  churches. 

WorUiig  with  Currence  in 
compiling  annual  meeting  sta¬ 
tistics,  Bui  Townes,  SBC  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  vice  president 
for  convention  finance,  noted 
tbe  liigh  percentage  of  first- 
time  attendees. 

‘An  interesting  feet  ii  that 
35%  of  attendees  (completing 
the  survey)  reported  attending 
their  first  SBC  Armual  Meet¬ 
ing,*  Townes,  told  BP.  “The  av¬ 
erage  percentage  of  first-time 
attendance  over  tbe  last  16 
years  is  21%.’ 

Dallas  messengers  represent¬ 
ed  3,796  churches  in  48  states. 


the  District  al  Oiiumbia,  and 
Puerto  Rico.  Texas  led  stares  in 
meseenyr  representation  with 
2,t«5,  toDoww  by  Louisiana 
vritn  737,  Tennessee  with  617, 
North  Carolina  with  552,  and 
Oklaboma  with  536,  according 
to  tbe  registtation  report. 

Similarh,  Texas  led  in  the 
number  of  churches  that  sent 
mesaengers,  709;  followed 
Tenneasee  M  253;  Louisiana. 
229;  Georgia,  225;  and  North 
Orolina,  216. 

Two  thirds  of  messengers, 
6,404,  were  men,  compart  to 
3,228  women.  Statistics  track¬ 
ing  gender  were  Similar  in 
2017,  when  64X  of  messengers 
were  men. 

Leas  than  15%  of  2018  mes- 
•rnigere,  1,333.  completed  the 
SBC  annual  meeting  survey 
that  gathers  additfonal  demo¬ 
graphic  information,  Currence 
reported.  Of  the  sampUng, 
25.2%  were  lietween  the  ages 
of  18-39,  while  26.771  were  age 
60  and  above. 
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CALV^  CHURCH.  ROGUE  CHrTTO,  Mf»  nina  Mudwns  to 


Woman  Lawyart  Ataociation 
■akjfad  Miaa^aippi  CoNaya 
Law  School  Oaan  Patricia  W 
Bannatt  with  tha  Ofganiza- 
tion'*  2018  Ulaticna  Achiava- 
mant  Award.  Tha  honor  in  Jul< 
Ooaa  annually  to  a  Miaiiaaippi 
famala  attomay  who  a  baan 
a  trailblazor  ior  aoman  in  tha 
••lial  profauion.  Thia  aummar. 
Bannatt  alao  baMma  praaidan 
(d  tha  Miaaiaaippi  Bar  Aaaoda- 
t>on.  Sha  bagan  taaching  at  th 
MC  Law  School  in  1989  Tha 
Miaaiaaippi  nativa  ia  a  gradu- 
ata-ol  Tougaloo  CoNoga  and 
MC  Law  School  in  downtown 
Jackwn. 

"Mth  tvw>  chaparonaa.  Twantyona'atStam*  ^^*'**‘  ^  Childran  a  Camp  along 


SPRma  CREEK  CHURCH, 
•■^fBLAOGLPHIA.  Ncanaad 
Joa^  Blount  to  the  goapal 
miniatrv  JiAy  16.  Paaaor  Joah 
Maadowa  praeentod  Blooni  with 
hia  Koanaa. 


Savon  mambara  of  tha  TWHNWINOO  ASSOCIATION  warn  t 
C<Mta  Rica  July  17-23.  Shown  ata  AMO  Robbia  Ciana  Oonnia 
^  vwu«. 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  SOOUE  CHITTO,  lacognizod  the  oM- 
M  ***."y***.*»»1h  tha  moat  chihban  praaant.  tha  young 

aat  mothar.  and  all  mothara  ovar  80  yaaia  old  May  13. 


ovwnwii,  ~  .nu  uwaa 

■dulta  to  Camp  Lnring  Watara.  Lorangar.  La,  July  12-15.  Bobbie 
Dtataway.  GA  leader  Mika  Buma.  paalor. 
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Staff  Changes 
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SUNRME  CMUnCH,  PETAL,  ha*  caltad 
BWa  McOanM  w  pMtor.  H«  i«  ihowm  with  hi* 
wife  Kayla  and  daughtara  Alyiah  and  Graoa. 

ki  other  Staff  Change  News: 


Vacation  Bible  School 


Tha  RA'rinJWnrom  naST  CHUmSn,  CHICOllA.  laoMWy 
vititad  tha  Bapliat  Chiidian'a  ViNaga.  lAfeynaaboro.  to  preaant  a 
chacfc  tor  tha  monay  thay  took  up  during  VBS.  Nina  chMron  pro- 
feaaad  Chriat  during  VBS.  Mitohal  Smith,  paator. 


RRST  CHURCH,  VMNONA.  haU  VKation  Bilito  SchoolJuna  4  -  8  with  an  anrolmanl  of  T»  and  a 
$1200  misMont  oHaiing  to  BapW  ChUran'a  Vlfega.  lya  Ruth  Fauk.  VBS  dbactor  Jay  Andaraon.  paator 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

h' Rock  BtoE  ChMch.  Danfei  8,7p>^FfedBanianl.qiedBer  i 

Cciwwunlty,  AHhae:  Haoip-  <toeayT(n,i9Hic.  i  ' 

nmidm  Auk  5,  u  «"»:  An  ►  MtWiwon Church, Eupota:  | 

naiai  ape£i;  Donofe  Slaait,  Reyiyal,Au8.5-  8;9a&,6pjiL; 

pafeor.  liaa-WM,.7pm;AlcnBBa- 

h  PhMiWW  Ctiurch,  Ella:  ««I.KicakH;Ai«yHa,maiic. 

levMI,Ai«.5-8;9ua,uaA,  IJnn  Charah,  OoMmMtc 

fticMad  maal  and  6  pja.:  Hrauroaniog.  Aug.  s  aendok 

Maa-Wed,7IMi>jF-J  SB0lt.  io;30aA,fcldwedbjrmeii:A^ 

apaakcr,  Oecdd  Rederick,  mu-  tnRotnaao.a|)aaker. 

tic;  Bobby  h^paatof.  ^Sooiaay  Ml  ChwaH. 

|h  f  MMfea  Gbaach.  Paiafc  Oakaafe:  Ravival,  AuB.  $  -  8; 

HoriBoamkaL  Aug.  s;  aervkx,  9Un.,uajB.aDd6iun.;Maii.- 

ua  Bi,kAiw«dbyiund);Bfake  Wed,  7  pjnu;  Oedncfc  Lumpkin.  CENTER  HHJ.  CHURCH, 
MdDHdBl.8p(aeer.  apea)iB-,We^Lee,mnec;Ake  MONROE  ASSOCIATION. 

P' Saatla  Claach,  SmMi  Otafen,  paakv.  _  calabratad  Ha  91at  homaoom- 

CMiay  .^<>ivi  uMialtMmannm-  R  CaHtaryNa  Churah.  CatroB  mg/mamoriai  day  aarvica 
iUK  Aik  S  aendce.  txyo  »j«-;  County;  HameoamhK  AuB  S  Juna  3.  Tommy  Doughty,  guaat 
cemafety  kwal  ofietiie;  Wayne  seivifle,  unso  aun.  Ubiwd  by  apaakar.  Shown  ara  paaaor 
A(laBH;*peeBer;lfey*RelerAi»-  fcliwiehir  »>a*i;  Hmlm,  Tarry  Edwardi  atto  'tommy  and 

awattli,mufec.itc«ivaLAi«.6-  paator  and  apeAer.  Oiatchan  Doughty 


FARMHAVEN  CHURCH.  CANTON:  Avaraga  attandanca.  72; 
at  laaat  two  protoaaiona  at  faith:  miaaiona  offering.  $  1083.01. 


SPRING  HHJ.  CHURCH,  (WATERFORD:  Monica  Winnino- 
Iram.  diractor.  John  PaAar.  paator. 
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Rwanda  government  cracks  down 
on  houses  of  worship  and  pastors 


OBITUARIES 


July  lo  at  fais  heme  after  a  long  tege  in  CSiiton,  and  botb  MDhr. 
batdevnifa  cancer.  He  was  in  die  and  IHfin  degnea  teem  New 
muaic  mfaaatiy  far  48  3«an  and  OrieanaSemiiian.HewDtkedfar 
aerwdmaeveralBapliatdunfa-  Annetrong  Wodd  Induatriea  far 
eaiiDdufingiSyeatsatOakHiB  more  than  fatly  yean,  and  waa 
Cfaurcfa.  Sutviwxa  fate  caBed  to  the  mimatiy  and  was 

wife,  Jody  C  Waffic  aiMer,  Kay  otdained  aa  a  Befiliat  ndniater  in 
(M  (Ha^  aix  chikteen:  Ann  t989.Lairdwaeadiarterinen>- 
Owe^  Uabe  Lev^^  Kim  WaDn  ber  of  McLauiinHeig^  Church, 
Ca^  (MaikX  Matmew  Mabne  Peart,  vdiere  he  aervedaa  deacon, 
(Cynthia),  SuxanneWaffiaPowdl  ItAleadeT,SuiidiwSdiooidnec- 
(HiiX  told  Cfay  WaliB  (DonisO;  tor,andtetodier.HeaervedaBthe 

of  Andrew  Chmel  Cfaunh, 


and  14  gtanA'iuTdiea  FUnenl 
aenioe  waa  Ju^  12  at  Wateaa  Fti- 


awnacftotoipatfaymaybeaentto  at  Antioch  Church,  Floienoe,  at 
the  fem^  at  www.waterafunei^  the  time  of  Me  paaaiiifc  Laird 
daervioenom.  teaweabrtondfaitiAof^wa^ 

Jo  Amc  two  Aixilaixx  Rotiin 
Catharina  'Cathy'  Loulaa  hfitea  and  RuA  (Martc>, 
Broadwatar  Jaflcoata,<6.1ong-  two  grandchikben;  and  one 
time  Chriatian  greM-oanddiild.  Hnetalaetvke 

wtirianr,  (hed  '  was  hdd  at  Ott  and  Lee  Ftineral 

duty  18  at  9L  Home  in  Brandon  on  Ju^  23. 

rmiminiiAt  Hoa-  fallowed  interment  at  Arnooi 

pital  in  Jachaon  Church, notcnce. 

dtervieitended 

battfe  with  can-  Mack  ftanttea  Jonaa^  89,  of 

oer.  She  staved  Purvia,  Ifa^airrl  Baptist  pnifar 

at  Woodawn  jcrpcoats  intentod™  , - =  , 

Chutdi,  Vicka-  '  imaannaiy,  dted  I 

Mac'  Partewm  Bmtist  Chuaefa,  Ju^.  >9.  tie  «nb  I 

NatdKi;  PineUoe  efaunh,  Bkan-  bom  Januaty  2, 


KT  Radio 

^'*In*an  official  July  28  state-  DANGEROUS  ACT  -  Mmtibws  of  a  Pantecostal  Foufsqoara 
ment  on  'Ululating  Faith  Gospal  Church  m  Agatatu,  Rwanda  worship  March  21  in  what 
Bas^-Organuationa  in  Rwan-  could  b«  considered  a  risky  activity  in  a  nation  where  the  grwerrv 
da,’  the  Rwanda  Governance  merit  has  closed  8,000  Christian  and  Muslim  houses  of  worship  s< 
Board  (RGO)  said,  ‘the  do-  far  this  year.  |8P  screen  capture  from  Foursquare  Gospel  Church 
sures  do  not  infrinM  on  free-  ybuTufae  video) 
dom  to  worship,  but  rather 

address  ffie  alarm^  proW-  requires.  World  Watch  said.  trance,  church  access  roadi 
eration  of  pMcea  of  wmbip  Regulations  not  originally  and  campuses  must  be  paved 
in  dilapidated  and  unhygiemc  enforced  or  enacted  are  now  churches  must  have  ligntninj 
rondnioiM,  as  well  as  trou-  being  imposed  on  church-  conductors,  and  inskfe  waUi 
blin^  Mhavior  of  unscrupu-  ^  in  Rwan^,  which  had  a  and  ceilings  must  be  plastere*^ 
lousmdivid^ma^ueraifing  2017  Gross  Domestic  Product  and  painted, 
as  religious  leaders.  (GDP)  of  only  tyio  per  capita.  Regarding  religious  educa- 

pie  g^rnment  actum  baaed  on  the  2018  Freedom  in  tion,  schools  can  only  teacl 
relifcious  leaders  of  the  World  report.  theology  If  tluw  also  teach  aci; 


ship  fovard  in  2014.  Sb»  served  siaaippi  College  at  Ointoo.  He 
as  presideut  of  the  MIsb.  Bap-  almiieldbadidarafdivinityand 
tiat  Educaton  Aaaoefetian  from  maateriofti>eology(withhoi>ota) 
2014-2015.  Other  accomplish-  degrees,  both  from  the  New  Ot^ 
mauls  inifridert  being  fcabned  letraSoniiiary.HewaBanteined 
on  the  Mhaitolms  Strong  seto  asamiiiisteTonAuadBtsm  1950, 
imtonWLBT-lVinJacnonni  at  data  Churc^  UKa.  m  1950 
20t7;  and  service  on  the  bomd  of  hebcgtoihiBniintetyaapaatorof 
Downtown  hitners  in  JaefrsoD.  Lfacs^CburchinAUiama.Dito- 
Jcficoab  was  preceded  in  death  tag  las  niHiy  veara  in  the  min- 
by  her  parents,  CBfton  and  Myttie  iaby  he  aarm  aa  the  pastor  of 
Broadwater,  and  by  her  btctiier,  daotfaea  in  llteateatpri.  ORgon, 
CUfi,  Jr.  She  is  aiiyived  by  bar  and  Alabama.  In  196^  Jones  and 
huriiand.  Pat  Jeffcoata;  daug^  Ms  wife  Marie  vrere  rppotated  to 
ten,  dinaty  Stnaling  (dn)  the  minfan  field  by  me  Soutb- 
and  Amanda  Griaaom  (Pilikkk  eni  Baptiat  Convention's  Foreign 
ateler,  Nadia  Bogp  (Vic);  and  Mteaioo  Board  (now  known  aa 
sM  nanddiildren.  A  Cdebntion  titelntematiaaalMiaaian  Board), 
of  llfr  Service  was  held  Jt^2ut  and  served  in  South  America  and 
at  FfrsI  ChurclL  JackaoiL  OnBne  Mextao  until  rettrtag  in  >994.  Pa- 


Hearinq  is  Believin 


fWOWCUA _ 

SERVICES 


and  Mehta  Jonea; 


School  in  Peart,  Akma  Jonea,  Elaie  Beard,  and 

where  he  gradu-  lAian  Lola  RuneL  Flmenl  aervicea 

(ted  with  the  weRbridJufyafratHistChuRh, 

schooTk  frnl  aeniar  daaa.  He  let-  Puivfe.  Hulelt-VMnatead  Fune^ 
lend  in  faotbal  aeid  baalietbal.  Home  ta  Haffiertaag  waa  in 
was  the  pnrident  of  the  Beta  chary  rfansviyiMiiii. 


Call  today  tar  a  fm  quote  601 ,206.0920 
or  email  mlketfbroolcMnlnlatrykiMinMio*.com 
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com.  from  p.  1 

Chincfa,  R^focm,  AU  and  Cal- 
vaiy  durcfa,  Venoo,  AL 
HeiNaBlicenaedaDdocdained 
by  Fairview  Cburdu  CotuBobus. 

Lee  boUa  a  badbdot  of  acts 
(neycfaokn)  degree  from  Mie- 
giaA)id  SitB  Univeisty  in 
StaricviBe;  maater  ct  divinky 
(Bibikai  atudieB)  and  mailer  of 
theology  (Old  Teetament/He- 
breer)  oeneea  from  New  Or- 
leani  Semmaqi;  and  iipunuiiig 
a  doctor  of  mnddiy  (strat^ 
leadoship^  degree  at  New  Ot- 
leans  Semmaty. 

Lee  and  hie  wife  of  »,ye^ 
Jennite,  reekfe  in  Btandoo  widi 
dieir  MO  and  two  daufdken. 

n  am  both  exdled  and  hum¬ 
bled  at  the  ofgMrtumty  to  aerve 
in  due  role,  and  I  am  rfehly 
bleeeed  to  build  on  d>e  work  of 
a  man  of  God  like  Steve  Stooe,’ 
Lee  mid.  *TVaae  pny  far  the 
ChiBeh  Growth  team  ae  we 
make  thii  tranadoD  and  ae  we 
aphte  the  next  chapter  that 
God  bai  for  ov  minfelnes.* 
Nordi  CmuBdb  nadw  John 
Faoe,  ase  54.  haa  aetved  Pint 
Church,  Ikny.  for  ao  ytma.  He 
baa  aho  aoved  Wai^  (feove 
Church,  Walnut  Grove.  Pifcr  to 
hii  caB  to  mhdiliy,  be  worked 


aa  a  piddle  aSuia 


radio  newacaater/apoitacaater. 

Pace,  a  paator’a  aoo.  holda 
bachelor  of  arta  in  meeA  emn- 
munfeatica  and  baendor  of  arts 
in  public  rdatiaan  degrees  from 
Nocdi  Carolina  State  University 
in  KsMgh,  NjC.  He  bolds  mas¬ 
ter  of  divinity  CBBdical  langiiag- 
ea),  maater  of  diealogy  toceatm- 
in^  and  doctor  of  phuosoDby 
Gpteacbiag}  degrees  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

Pace  and  hie  of  90  veais. 
Dawn,  reeide  in  Terry  and  have 
duee  adult  sons. 

*I  am  truly  honored  and 
humbled  for  God  to  provi^  me 
tfaie  opportunity  to  aetve  in  Hie 
Kingdani  end  serve  Mieefee^ 
B^nats  by  eeeiating  and  ai^ 
porting  the  great  durches  aM 
pastors  duougluut  our  state,* 
Pace  sakL  *1  look  forward  to 
staiting  duB  work  and  encour¬ 
age  everyone  to  onrtart  me  in 
■ny  way  I  can  be  of  sarintinfr 
aodbdp. 

*Wbue  I  am  excited  about 
tbii  new  opportunity,  we  me 
mddened  to  taeve  m  peatar  our 
fea4y  of  fdth  and  bends  at 
FBC  Teny,  who  hem  faleased 
our  Bvea  iM  miniatiy  ao  won- 
derfoDy  for  ao  years.  Worda 
cannot  exptem  bow  much  we 
love  and  appreciate  you.* 


ss-a  1MB 


com.  ftum  p.  1 

Aderboh,  wbo  later  served 
at  two  Arkansas  churches  and 
with  the  South  Carolina  Con¬ 
vention,  wu  arrested  July  ^ 
in  Fort  Worth  and  releasea 
on  bond. 

Platt  stated  he  is  ‘com¬ 
mencing  a  tbotottgh.  outside, 
independent  examination  of 
IMB's  handling  of  past  acdona 
—  induding  this  case  and  any 
oiher  similar  situations.  In 
addition,  I  am  commencing  a 
thorough,  outside,  indepen¬ 
dent  examination  of  IMS’s 
present  policies  to  ensure  that 
our  current  commhinent  to 
xero  tolerance  for  child  abuae, 
sexual  abuae,  and  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment  is  completdy  and 
consistently  enforced  across 
1MB  today. 

‘Ftother,  I  am  preaeotiy  in 
conversations  witn  leaders  of 
other  churches  and  mimstriea, 
particularly  witiiin  the  SBC,  to 
estabbah  practical  wajjw  we  can 
and  must  prevent  sHuationa 
Uke  this  in  the  future.  Any  at¬ 
tempts  to  minimise,  ignore, 
cover  up,  or  overlook  child 
abuse,  sexual  abuae,  or  sexual 
haraaament  are  abaohitely  in¬ 
tolerable,  and  we  must  take 
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not  meant  to  be  eahauitive. 
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6REEAR 

cone.  Horn  p.  t 


~The  group’s  guipoae,*  ae- 
oordtiag  to  me  release,  *wfll 
be  to  cooaider  how  Soutfaem 
Baptists  at  eveiv  level  can  take 
disoernable  action  to  rearciid 
swfrUy  and  connasaknat^  to 
incidents  of  abuse,  as  wdl  as  to 
foster  safe  environments  witiiin 
cfaurdwa  and  institutions. 

*This  erotip  will  study  both 
bow  Sotimem  Baptists  are  cur- 
rentiy  etigsgiog  these  issues 
and  develop  recommendations 
in  consuhation  with  idevant 
SBC  entities  on  strategies  and 
resources  for  ministeting  to  vic¬ 
tims  and  protecting  people  and 


action  togetiier  imw  to  oisure 
safety  arid  support  for  every 
peraon  emplo^  or  affected 
by  a  church  or  ministry.* 

Platt,  addressing  MUler, 
stated,  *I  want  to  publicly 
apologiie  for  the  pain  and  hurt 
that  Anne  Miller  has  specifi¬ 
cally  sutiiered  in  this  situation. 

I  viul  not  presume  to  know 
the  variety  of  other  emotions 
and  challenges  that  she,  those 
around  her,  and  others  who 
have  walked  through  shnilar 
aituatioos  have  experienced. 
Further,  I  want  to  apologize 
for  .various  ways  we  in  the 
IMB  have  contributed  to  such 
hurt  and  pau  throu^  our  re¬ 
sponse  to  this  point. 

'In  addition,  I  want  to  pub¬ 
licly  thank  Anne  Miller  for  the 
oouratt  she  showed  in  ap- 
ptoacning  IMB  in  2007,  and 
the  courage  she  is  ahowing 
even  now.  I  lealixc  the  actions 
I  have  outlined  above  cannot 
remove  her  hurt  and  pain,  or 
the  hurt  and  ot  others 
wbo  have  ezperienoad  shnilar 
situations.  ...I  am  committed 
to  dofttg  an  that  I  can  ao  that 
her  oottraae,  and  the  conrage 
of  others  uke  her,  wfll  prevent 
hut  and  pain  among  others  in 
the  future.* 

Miller,  in  a  refuse  e- 
nudled  to  BP,  said,  *I  am  grate- 

chuidiea  from  ptedatots.* 

Greeu  atreaaed  the  aetious- 
neaa  of  tiie  study  group’s  mis- 
aioo. 

*How  we  as  a  convention  of 
cfaurctwa  care  for  Muae  vfetfms 
and  protect  against  vfle  pieda- 
ton  says  something  about  what 
we  boieve  about  the  Goi^ 
of  Jesus  ChriaL  On  churches 
shm^  be  a  refuge  for  the  hurt¬ 
ing  and  a  safe  haven  for  the  op- 
preseed,*  (fecev  said. 

“Over  the  next  yeu,  I  look 
fiirward  to  bearing  from  this 
noup  and  partnermg  with  our 
mutoies,  state  conventions, 
load  aasodatioos,  seminatics 
and  national  entities  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  we  can  do  to  e()um 
cfaundies  to  minister  efiectiv^ 


fill  for  David  Platt’s  immediate' 
and  tborov^  re^poM  upon 
his  return  from  Africa  today. 
His  apology  and  the  action  of 
obtaining  third-perty  inves- 
tintions  into  my  case  and  all 
omec  similar  caaes  demon¬ 
strates  his  commitment  to  not 
tolerating  sexual  abuse  or  mis¬ 
conduct  m  any  capacity. 

‘Furthermore,  the  conver¬ 
sations  happening  in  the  IMB 
and  in  convention  leadership 
encourage  me  that  abuse  su- 
vivofs  finally  have  an  ally 
in  the  Church  as  we  pursue 
healing.  It’s  my  prayer  that 
past  and  present  survivors  re- 
orive  the  support  we  need  am^ 
the  policies  which  result  from 
these  chsngM  will  prevent  fu¬ 
ture  victims  from  burning  so. 

I  am  excited  and  hopeful  for 
the  future  of  the  SBC  and  am 
thankful  for  the  many  voices 
wto  are  enoourafong  and  in- 


att  coMc 


ongtne  way. 
led  hit  atate- 
that  *we  must 


ment  aaseiting  that  %ve  must 
do  better.  In  tne  IMB.  In  the 
SBC.  In  any  cfauicfa  and  any 
ministry,  we  must  do  every¬ 
thing  we  can  to  protect  chu- 
dren  and  adults  from  abuse 
and  haraaament,  and  we  must 
do  everything  we  can  to  hold 
anyone  who  la  gnUty  of  theae 
riiinga  fully  accountable.* 

and  stand  guard  against  any 
wbo  would  seek  to  prey  on  the 
vulnerable.* 

'Ihe  study  group  stems  from 
actions  of  mcsanigets  to  the 
SBC  2018  annual  meeting  In 
Dallas  earlier  this  summer,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  release. 

Messengers  adopted  a  reso¬ 
lution,  On  Abuse,  wfakh  stated 
they  ‘condemn  all  forms  of 
abuse;’  ‘urge  abuse  victims  to 
contact  dvil  authorities,  sepa¬ 
rate  from  their  abusers,  and 
seek  protection;*  and  ‘encour¬ 
age  leaders  in  our  churches  and 
Southern  BapM  Convention 
entities  to  be  nithfril  examples, 
tiirough  their  words  and  ac- 
tions^and  speak  against  the 
sin  of  an  forma  if  abuse.* 


Truth  is  not  relative. 


Find  it  in  Iht*  Oni'  who  is  the  way,  (ruth,  and  lift*. 

Sim|)l\  share  the  I'olliiwinK  prayer  with  Coil 
-  in  vour  m\n  ivorris: 

^  8  1.  Lord,  1  admil  ihat  1  need  sou.  (I  have  sinned. 1 

,  ^  /.  I  want  lorsiseness  lor  niv  sins 

.  and  Ireedom  iroin  eternal  death.  (I  repent.* 

Mm  1.  I  heliese  |esus  died  and  rose  irom  the 
Rrase  to  fori>ive  niv  sins  and  lo  restore 
f  ms  relationship  ssilh  sou. 

Mr  1 1  Ireliese  in  lesiis.i 

t'  ^ 

4.  Bs  I'ailh,  I  insile  |esus  (  hrisi  into  ms  lile. 
from  this  lime  on,  I  want  lo  Use  in  a  losing  relationship 
svilh  Him.  (I  reieise  (  hrist  as  ms  Sasiorand  lord.i 
Kill  .1'  ni.iiix  .Is  rti  fix  I'd  him.  In  Ihvm  bt  li.ixi-  Ihr  riKhl  I"  hvxnmv  thildnn  <>l 
(•nd.  I'X'-ti  III  Ihiiyr  it /lo  hi  livxr  in  In'-  ii.iiiic.  '  'jidin  1:1  Ji 
ll  toil  ni.iLc  .1  ilfi  isiiin  uir  (  hrisi  tod.is,  lonl.ol  a  loi.d  Southern  B.iplisi  ihurih 

tor  spintu.il  ituidam  e. 


THERxmst  RBCtwi)  August  iOfif*'  '" 


A  portion  (if  Ih«  View  is  aHocat«*(1 

tifich  month  to  a  hst  ot  Gifts  of  Honoi  and 
Mernorv  Man\'  groups  and  mdtvKJu.iK 
efect  to  p4»v  frihiiti*  to  nthors  throogn 
.sensitive  mecininyfol  and  hetpfot 
mednini  Tfiii  featorn  is  tiopufuJlv 
signed  further  ttmior  wit»>  taste  and  re 
Ifi'*,.-  V.?.--  hdv‘*  liet'f:  ,|x- 

ciai  til  ni.f  i.'l  ' 


C»MU>* 


HONOmS 


Dr.KcotMiVehR 
Mr.ftMn.MikeaiM 
Mr.  Bfll  Mooroe 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Jinuiqr  Jcokia 
Mrs.  Eimiee  W.  Mom^ 
FBCLniwille 
air.  QMfiM  Mocpm 
Mn.  JcuiS-Mom 
Ms.  M«yF.  Marrow 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Lee  H.  Thompeon, 


JULY  1-15 


Dr.  ft  Mis.  P.  David  JtiMi 
Mrs.  Cbeiyl  Cumnine 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Mtke  Dorn 
Mr.  Eddie  Deves 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Mike  Dean 
Mn  MerieiM  Davie 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jnsny  Bruton 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Mike  Den 
Mr.  RickOgwin  Davie 
MkbeBe,  Sara  and  Ben  OUl 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mark  fVJKw 
Mr.  Eddie  Doi«l« 

*nie  Rogen  Family 
Hosvard  Duer 
Ms.  Sl^  McOiokiDOD 
Mn.  Stephanie  Bdl  Plynt 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  HUton  Hawd 
Mrs.  AKie  Fcrtenbcny 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Mdce  Dran 
Mn  Carohne  Portenbeny 
Cedtf  Grove  BC 
Ms.  Dimple  Paao«ortb 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Edwin  Dale.  Jr. 
Ms.  HefeD  M. 
'•Ir.ftMrs.Grega  WaD 
Mr.  Kcd  Fnlkr 
Mn.  Barfawa  H.  Puller 
Mr  Julius  Onn^ukitli 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Mto  Dean 
Mr.  Victor  OObeft 
^Ir.ftMn  KfinpeHodBea 
Mr.  Austin  R.  Kkkbr 
Mn.  Laura  Oodwk) 
Mr.ftMnJcMeLCnA 
BiaieiSSC.Hurioy8C 


The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparena.The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  Integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Chiloren’s  Vil¬ 
lage  saff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty. The  prinnary  job  responsibility  of 
Houteparents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  femily  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.  They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houscparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseparents  need  to  be  m  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  health.They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  In  a  team  environment. 

To  appfy  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccade@baptistchHdrensvillage.com  or  60 1  -922- 
2241 

A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 
at  www.baptistchildrensvillage.com. 


Sunday  School l>ESiai» for  August  5, “2018 


2  Samuel  20:1-2,  14-21 


Averted 


The  end  of  a  avfl  war  is  often  very  trines,  children,  servants,  advisers),  all  David  was  vei 
emoUonaluid  messy.  Reconstruction  the  soldiers  of  David’s  Southern  Army  Sheba.  Da^  com 
is  very  difficult  to  lead  and  very  crften  from  the  trBie  of  Judah,  and  half  of  threat  than  Absali 
resisted.  DavM  had  been  very  wise  to  rael’s  troops  were  crossing  the  Jordan.  David  made  Amai 
get  the  priest  to  tell  Isiad  not  to  be  the  With  the  armies  of  Juthm  and  Israel,  Army.  David  ord 
ust  to  restore  him  to  his  palace.  In  do>  there  would  have  been  thousands  of  to  summon  the  n 
ing  this,  be  reminded  them,  *you  are  armed  men.  three  days.  Amas 

brothers,  my  flesh  and  blood.  So  This  led  to  an  angry  response  from  deadline.  David 
why  should  you  be  the  last  to  restore  the  tribe  of  Judah  to  the  ten  tribes  of  decision  to  mak< 
the  King?*  2  Samuej  l9:u(CSB).  Urael;  ‘Because  the  king  U  our  rdative.  er  of  Judah’s  am 

AllseemstobeTOingsmoothfy  when  Why  does  this  make  yon  angn?  Have  Absalom’s  rebel  i 
you  read,  *So  all  the  people  croraed  the  we  ever  eaten  anythin  of  the  king’s  or  This  would  have 
Jordan,  and  then  the  IQng  crossed,’  been  honored  at  all?  2  Samuel  19:42  Lincoln  appoint! 
2  Samud  19:39.  It  still  sounds  lilw  (CSB).  This 
everyone  is  hapOT  when  m  read, ‘All  argument 
the  troops  of  Jndmi  and  half  of  Israel’s  contradicts 
escorted  the  king,*  2  Samuel  19:40.  AD  David’sem- 
is  not  pleasing  to  everyone  bemuse  we  phasis  in 
read.  Suddenly,  all  of  flie  men  of  Is-  2  Samuel 
rael  came  to  the  king  They  asked  him,  19:12,  "You 
'Why  did  our  brothm,  the  men  of  Ju-  are  my 
dah,  take  }roa  awav  secretly  and  trans-  brothers, 
port  the  king  and  his  household  across  my  flesh 
the  Jordan,  along  with  all  of  David’s  and  blood.’ 


Explore  the  fl| 

with  Don  Hicks 


Persist  •  Nehemiah  4:1-3,  &9,  14-18 


Nehemiah  was  made  aware  of  the  bom  of  chance:  music  styles,  Bible  of  the  leaders  act:  . .  _  _ 

condhioiis  of  the  Jews  who  had  re-  translations,  dress  codes,  vernacular  God  and  guarded  the  city  day  and  night  and  discourage 
turned  from  captiv^  to  Jerusalem  changes,  etc.  The  first  time  my  teen-  to  protect  ourselves.’ (vs.  9  -  NLll 
(Nehemiah  1:1-3).  Inrot^  prayer,  agers  requested  to  wear  tennis  shoes  — 

Nehemiah  was  presentea  with  the  to  church,  my  comfort  zone  went  into 

opportunity  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  ovetioadl  Now,  I  wear  teania  shoes  to  _  _ 

Jews.  With  the  king’s  blessing  and  the  church.  The  fear  of  loss  of  power  and  power  to  persist  will  only  be  foi^  in 
needed  supplies,  Nehemiah  travelled  influence  often  breeds 

to  Jerusalem,  assessed  the  situation.  More  thi  . 

and  began  to  rebuild  the  walls.  (Nehe-  problem, 
miah  2-3)  God  had  blessed  and  paved  Nehei 
the  way  tor  success,  but  not  everyone  poaMoi 


i>ra3red  to  our  The  enemies’ plan  was  to  frustrate 
the  Jews;  thereby,  pre¬ 
venting  the  task  that  God  had  charged 
them  to  complete.  Half  of  the  men 
emo-  'worked  while  the  other  half  stood 
guard...Tbe  leaders  stationed  them¬ 
selves  behind...Tbe  laborers  carried 
on  their  work  with  one  hand  support- 
'"*1  ■  .uv  holding  a 

« in  tne  fac»  of  weapon...’  vs  16-17.  Strengthened  in 
a.  In  vem  10-13,  ^jJ**(*  their  hearts  and  prepaid  to  fight  for 
nd  grow  di^um^.  Their  cause  that  O^lmd  given^m, 

ive  inten^  tltoir  bul^  the  Jews  persevered. 

^  *  cSnthUns  10,  Paul's  author- 
position  mtensi^?  motives  are  being  challenged. 

He  reminds  us  that  'We  use  ^’s 
I’ll  ™*8*'ty  weapons,  not  worldly  weap- 
reminder  ons,  to  knock  doi^  the  strongholds  of 
MUXl  to  stav  uni-  ^oman  reasoning  and  to  destroy  false 
^  lie  arguments.’  vs.  4  (NLT)  Concerning 
rem’in({e(]  persecution  (2  Corinthians  6),  Paul 
them  not  to  refen  to  our  weapons  as  the  'weap- 
be  afraid.  righteousness,  vs  7.  Ephe- 

Paul  wrote  sians  6:10-18  lists  Believers' weapons: 
^  troth,  ri^teousness,  the  Good  News, 

has  not  faith,  salvation,  and  the  Word  of  (jod. 
ipirit  of  fear,  but  ofpower,  Jesus  warned  that  opposition  and 
elf-discipline.’  2  ’nmothy  persecution  would  be  part  of  our  lives. 

When  freed  with  battles,  we  do  not 
ih  admonished,  ’Remem-  run;  we  do  not  quit;  we  do  not  wallow 
d,  Who  Is  great  and  glori-  in  diacouragement.  We  PRAY  and  RE- 
ight  for  ...your  bomem’  vs  MEMBER!  nay  for  boldness  and  per¬ 
is  Believers  who  are  freing  severance.  Remember  WHAT  He*has 
remembeiiog  past  victo-  done  and  WHY  we  fight! 
a  ns  to  persevere.  Remem- 

God  has  done  for  us,  and  Bannister  is  a  member  of  Woodvilie 
»severe.  Ckitrck,  Woodvilie. 


LifeWay  Research:  Ministries  often  go  unnoticed 


ONMik 


NASHVUf  (BP)  -  Tbe  atak  tiutfa  » tlMt 
Biaiv  Amaticana  are  unawaie  of  vaiioua  rf- 
famVtaatChriittlamredagcheatpaerre 
their  neUbbon,  aocoR&iK  to  a  new  atiidy 
froan  NaahviBe-baafrt  L&Wy  Keseaich, 
an  aam  at  UfeWit^  OuMan  ReaoiHoes  of 
theSoutenBapdatODOvcntknthotaiie- 
cfa^aea  ki  auTMgiB  about  fitilfa  to  culture  and 
to  matten  diet  afiect  cbuicfaeB. 

Inaaurv^  of  V>oo  Americana,  UfeWay 

Reaearefa  knhed  to  13  aereioe  pragiamt 
conductod  by  efamcfaea  from  tutoring  kida 
to  iob  atoDa.  Americana  laere 

aaked  if  tfa9’aheBrd  of  cbuRbea  or  duirii 
memben  bong  tovobred  to  tboae  actMbea 
to  the  paat  ah  mcotba. 

Sh  mio  any  they  know  dancbaa  tod 
the  bun^.  Half  dicy  know  ebutcfaea 
give  ctodbmg  to  the  poor.  Beyond  that,  acta 
of  aervioe  by  cfauchea  often  mpear  to  ^ 
umiorioed.  raid  Scott  MoCoonul,  eaecutne 
(firector  of  LifeWay  Reaearch. 

*Xtoleaa  youS«  received  beto  from  a 
church — or  been  tovoived  to  aetving  oftiecs 
—  theae  kinda  of  prqpama  may  fty  under 
die  radar,*  MoOotmeu  aaid. 

Few  Americana  were  aware  that  cfaunh- 
ea  he^  people  Ptonue  dieir  tans  (ei||ht 
peroent),  ptovkie  toter  care  (12KX  te«h 
Bni*iiti  to  tounipaDta  (13K)  or  tench  jcib 
aUlkfiaXX 

A  tew  more  know  ihantfaes  tutor  kida 
(i6N)b  paoride  aid  to  new  moana  (i^X 
auppoat  local  ariioola  (2iXb  ofier  aoer- 
achoot  ptonama  (a4X)  or  vnit  people  to 


About  a  third  of  Americana  know 
cfaunhea  afaeker  the  homdeaa  (33  per¬ 
cent)  and  provide  diaaater  rdief  aaaiatanoe 


Mot  auiptiBto|j|y,  Americana  who  attend 
rebfpoua  aervicea  to  least  once  a  mondi  ate 
more  to  have  heard  about  good  works 

done  by  cotKrecatiooa: 

■  yol%  aay  di»Se  hemd  of  churches 
tutorinK  acfaoot  ki&  Only  eigfat  percent  of 
thoae  who  attend  leas  than  once  a  moorii 
tone  heard  of  daarcfa  tutoring  ptogtams. 

■  48K  have  hemd  of  church  membeta 
meeting  widi  those  to  prison.  'Fbrty-five 
peacoit  have  heard  of  chunhea  abidter- 
mg  dm  homideaa.  Infrequent  attendeis 
are  less  Ifloely  to  have  heard  of  dnnches 
viridng  prisoneta  (12X)  or  riidlering  the 
hoanetnaCaA)- 

■  58K  are  aware  of  chutcfaeBnovidtog 

relief  eonqiafed  to  29X  of  those 
who  fldend  ks 

■  73%  are  aware  of  churches  givtog 
doddng  to  die  poor,  vdule  oady  a^%  of 
those  woo  attend  chuirii  leas  thito  once  a 
mondi  have  heard  of  aiah  mtoistcy. 

■  79X  of  those  who  attend  services  at 
least  once  a  month  have  heard  of  church- 
ea  feeding  the  hunny.  About  half  (49^) 
of  those  who  atteno  leas  often  have  heard 
ofdiis. 

n»mhn>  and  church  members  of¬ 
ten  serve  anyoaie  from  their  community 
whether  they  attend  services  or  nat,'afid 
McCnnnd,  but  outaidena  mgy  not  gto  the 
mfsaagr  which  he  said  is  a  pcobtoa:  If 
peiqile  don't  know  about  a  danch's  eftirts 
to  serve  otoen,  they  won't  turn  to  a  church 
wlm  they  need  hop. 

With  better  aworeneas,  those  who  dont 
go  to  church  might  show  im  to  h^  their 
nefehboca.  A  paevioua  lifeWay  Roeerch 
stuoyfeundthtobalfafunchunhedAineri- 
catM — those  who  havent  attended  services 


heardofanyofdieaeaerrioeabycborches.  wOtagtoheipacfaiach 
Seventeen  percent  were  not  ame.  servioeprofect 


LifeWay  Research  uncovers  reasons  for  switching  churches 


PIASHVIUf  IV)  -  liost  dmrchgo- 
an  wiD  pot  m  widi  a  change  to  nmair 
ttyle  or  a  lilfferent  preacher,  aceacdtog 
to  a  LifeWay  leseandi  toudy — but  don't 
meaa  with  a  chnach's  bdMh  or  there  mgy 
beanesodna. 

The  study  of  Protetoant  cfaurthgoere 
faund  moat  «c  committed  to  aitodng  to 
theh  chinch  over  dto  long  haul  but  more 
than  half  aay  tfaqr  would  ettonrocowldtr 
leaving  if  die  church's  behefemumed 

Paatots  often  worry  about  fhenring 
chME^  muric  and  aetting  off  a  *woi«iro 
werV’  aeid  Soott  McCooneB,  eaecutive  di¬ 
rector  of  LifeWay  Reaearefa,  but  few  agy 
thcy^wouldleane  over  mueic. 

OiurcligDera  ere  much  more  con- 
oetned  about  their  chutefa’a  bebefe.  *MeM 

the  music  and  people  may  grumble,’ 
he  said.  ‘Meee  with  theology  arri  they’re 
out  the  door.* 

lUr^five  peroent  have  been  to  their 
cfaurchMtweenioand24ycata.Twenty- 
sevm  peroent  have  been  there  for  25  yens 
or  more.  IVvcnhKioe  percent  have  been 
there  leas  than  five  yean,  while  17%  have 
been  at  the  same  diurcfa  for  between  five 
and  nine  years. 

Lutheimia  (52X),  Methodists  (aoK) 
ondftaptiats  (31W)  are  moat  likely  to  have 
been  at  their  onirdi  for  25  years  or  more. 
Fewer  nondenominational  (11%)  or  .4s- 
semUies  of  God/Pentecc*tal  churchgoers 
( 13*)  have  such  long  tenure. 

“Most  church  memhers  have  been  at 
their  church  longer  than  their  pastor,"  Mc¬ 
Connell  said. 

Mote  than  half  of  churchgivr'  the\ 
rVcomplrteK  committed  to  a)n! . 
trend  their  current  church.  Ah  .  •  .1 


ter  are  *v«ey  naKh*  cotnmittnd,  while  uK 
mt  modenlifty  cnmmittBd.  Two  percent 
are  aftgbdy  rtanmittHt  while  ock  peraent 
arenotcoemaittodtoalL 

The  amre  people  go  to  efauteto  the  aaore 
craianittod  mqt  are  to  attendtag  darir 
aaane  church  to  the  future.  Thoae  who  to- 
tend  to  leato  once  a  werit  are  twice  w  Khriy 
to  be  completely  oommittod  to  attmdtog 
their  thiBdi  (taX)  than  people  who  go 
once  or  twice  a  month  (31X). 

Those  who  attend  onoe  ortwloe  a  month 
am  more  Kk^  to  be  moderaMy  commit¬ 
ted  MX)  than  daoae  who  go  toleato  onoe 
a  wiM  (aeren  peroentX 

Chaachmers  wifti  evaiyMcai  bdiefe 
are  more  to  be  compfelr^  coananit- 
ted  (67X)  than  those  who  oboT  nave  even- 
geli^>iiefe  (.4SX).  Bigitiria  (60X)  are 
more  Dkely  to  he  oompfcleiy  wanmitted 
than  tudienuis  (47X). 

About  twD-ddtdi  of  dnpefagoen  who 
are  age  6s  or  older  ate  oompltoriy  oom- 
mhtM  to  attendbw  their  same  church  to 
the  ftmite.  That  orope  to  50X  for  those 
younaerthsnss 

Older  efaur^goets  are  also  kato  tikdy 
to  want  to  leeve  dieir  church.  When  asked 
if  dw}^  thought  abcut  goiw  to  another 
churm  to  their  area,  92X  oftboae  65  or 
older  say  DO. 

Overall.  15X  of  churchgoers  say  they 
have  thou^t  toiout  going  to  another 
church  in  t&  peat  six  months.  Eltdiiy-five 
percent  say  they  have  not. 

Of  thoae  thinking  about  going  to  an¬ 
other  church,  about  half  fe^X)  tuive  al¬ 
ready  visited  aiKChcr  churrr  Knrtv  -sLx 
creent  have  iv  ■' 

'If  people  .,r  ing 


your  church,  chances  are  th^ve  already 
started  looking,*  McCooneO  said,  *ao 
they’re  probably  halfway  out  the  door." 

Fbr  the  moat  part  cfaurchgons  say 
they  agree  with  dieir  dnuch’s  teechinjt 
About  half  say  their  bebefr  are  completely 
aligned  with  those  of  the  church.  Forty- 
two  percent  say  their  beliefr  are  mostly 
aligned.  Fewer  than  three  percent  say  their 
hdiefr  are  sBghtly  aligned  not  al^cl  or 
they  don't  know  their  churrh's  beli^. 

Education  plav-  some  mle  in 
c  hurchgpt  :  .  .  .  tlieir  church  V  thoilog; 


Knrfv'-SLX 


ChuichgDen  who  have  giadiiiM  degrees 
are  leea  likely  to  aooe^  all  their  church's 
tetohinga.  Only  a  thud  say  their  briiefr 
are  oompleteiy  aligned  witn  those  of  the 
cfauich.  Sixty  percent  aay  their  beliefr  are 
mosdyahgDM. 

'TWo-thirds  of  churchgoers  who  have 
evai«eiical  beliefr  si^  they  are  complete¬ 
ly  alignetl  vvith  their  churrh's  tlxvilogy, 
while  a  third  are  mostly  alimied.  B\  con¬ 
trast,  soX  of  rhtirrhgoers  who  don't  haw 
cv.i  ivn'iical  U '■  -iay  tliev  um-o”.  h 
,.i„  '.^Jida;  lialf  arc i:;-  „ 


I 


